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What would you like to learn 
from this webinar? 





https://www.thinktreesnm.org/

https://www.thinktreesnm.org/


https://treeschoolnm.com/workshops/



https://www.landandwatersummitnm.org/

https://www.landandwatersummitnm.org/
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Climate Ready Trees for 
Albuquerque’s Community 

Forest

Photo: Roberto Rosales

Sarah Hurteau, The Nature Conservancy

In the next 30 years, high temperatures in the Albuquerque area are expected to 
resemble the current high temperatures in Las Cruces or El Paso, and in 80 years, by 
2100, closer to the highs currently experienced in Tucson. For perennial plants to 
live and thrive as long as possible, we need to consider how cold hardy they are in 
our area now and how heat hardy they will be in warmer decades to come.

- from my column “Match Maker: Picking the Right Shrub/Tree for Your Area” 
May 2020     https://nmsudesertblooms.blogspot.com/



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fmI1J-2svVI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fmI1J-2svVI


“The Impact of Climate 
Change-Induced 
Temperature Increases on 
the Suitability of Street 
Tree Species in California 
Cities”
McBride & Lacan, 2018

Dr. Igor Lacan – University of 
California Extension 

https://ucanr.edu/sites/Igor/

https://ucanr.edu/sites/Igor/


• Jennifer Dann, NM State Forestry
• Joran Viers, Albuquerque City Forester
• Andrew Lisignoli, Trees of Corrales
• Carol Bada, NM State Forestry, Tree Nursery
• Dr. Will Pockman, UNM
• Dr. Marisa Thompson, NMSU Extension 
• Judith Phillips, Native Plant Society
• Amos Arbor, ABCWUA
• Hunter Ten Broeck, Waterwise Landscapes
• Dr. George Koch, Northern Arizona University

Invited Collaborators



Tree Criteria Scoring 
Soil type tolerance
Drought Tolerance
Heat Tolerance – Next 30 Years – El Paso                2060-2099 – Tucson 
Cold Tolerance – Next 30 Years – ABQ now           2060-2099 – El Paso now 



Tree Criteria Scoring 
Bonus Columns:
• Flooding tolerance
• Urban compaction tolerance
• Alkaline Soil Tolerance
• Well-drained soil requirement
• Pests/disease susceptibility
• Allergens/ Toxic parts
• Management requirements (pruning, tree litter, etc.)
• Branch attachment strength/ prone to breakage
• Edible parts
• Attractiveness (fragrance, blooms, color)
• Supports wildlife

Photo: Roberto 
Rosales



https://www.nature.org/newmexicotrees

https://www.nature.org/newmexicotrees


Location Type 3: 
Xeriscaped Areas





How to Adapt this 
Climate Ready 
Trees 
Model to Other 
Areas:
1. Is there a city today with 
the climate that is predicted 
for my city in 50 (or 100) 
years?

2. Do my favorite urban trees 
thrive in that other city?
If not, be sure to ask why!?



EMNRD 
NM State Forestry
Urban & Community Forestry
Climate Ready Trees

https://www.emnrd.nm.gov
/sfd/urban-and-community-
forestry/climate-ready-
trees/



https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/sfd/urban-and-community-
forestry/













DIVE INTO THE FEW 
NATIVE SPECIES 
LISTED and ASK FOR 
AUDIENCE 
PARTICIPATION!
Experiential Notes from Audience

• On wildlife benefits/cons?
• Issues?
• Size/health?
• Unexpected positives?



What would you like to learn from this webinar? 



•

• Are there benefits to the Aquifer when trees are planted?
•  How many trees are too many on an acre of land? How far 

apart should the trees be planted?
 – Deborah, Chaves County

• What do I need to do to set up shade so my garden can be 
more successful? – Lorie, El Paso; Becky, Sandoval

• How to care for long-established trees – Angelica, Santa Fe
• Planting figs – Jan, El Paso
• I've learned that tree planting is not done in spring or 

summer. I'd like to learn why that is and the best time to 
plant a tree – Leigh, El Paso

• Planting in open, windy areas to provide shade. 
Complementary plantings to support trees. – Jennifer, Rio 
Arriba County

What would you like to learn from this webinar? 



• Where are we finding to "obtain" these climate ready trees 
and how to convince the public to plant them? – Luis, ABQ

• Is it possible for a tree to survive on rainfall here once 
established? – Amy, Socorro

• Would like to learn about pros and cons of soil 
amendments when tree planting – Andrew, Santa Fe

• What tree or shrub do you recommend for west facing 
area that’s extremely hot and dry? – Mona, Santa Fe

• I have cottonwoods that are getting very old. Looking for 
ideas to replace and plant with them. – Lou, Sandoval

• What type of trees to plant to provide not only shade but 
haven for birds and wildlife? – Bobbie, Bern Co.

• Tree water requirements  - John, Sandoval

What would you like to learn from this webinar? 



• Best planting location when there's not much yard space?   
- Andrea, El Paso

• Advice on adding a couple of heat tolerant evergreens             
- Gene, Sandoval

What would you like to learn from this webinar? 



Thanks!
Marisa Thompson
NMSU Extension 
Horticulture Specialist

Social Media @NMDesertBlooms

https://nmsudesertblooms.blogspot.com/
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