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Your backyard is 
part of the larger 

neighborhood 
landscape. Assess 

what habitat is 
already available 

and fill in the 
gaps.



Start with the essentials: 

 Food sources throughout the seasons—create a 

buffet for diverse insects/birds/animals at different life 
stages (larvae are nestling food!)  

 Shelter layers of planting for roosting, nesting—
from tree canopies to organic mulch and bare ground

 Water agua es vida



Planning and planting to support climate-stressed 
wildlife  



Food



Shelter





Water







https://aridlidcoalition.org/index.php/residential-rainwater-

harvesting-training/

https://aridlidcoalition.org/index.php/residential-rainwater-

harvesting-training/



Organize space around rainwater 
harvesting opportunities for the 

largest plants  

Pathways divide larger 
spaces into smaller planting 

areas.

Plotting plants at their 
mature sizes helps determine 

spacing







Place the largest 
plants on the plan 

first as they will 
determine the 

light available to 
adjacent plants 
and the water 

shared with 
them.



Balance layers of 
the canopy and 

denser thicket-like 
groupings with 
open space and 
low plant cover, 
including some 
open ground or 

crusher fines 
paths for ground-
nesting insects.





,

Think about where you will 
view the garden

• How you’ll move through 

the space

• From where you might view 

the wildlife activity 



Clustering and massing plants in 
groups is most effective for 

pollination and foraging efficiency

It also has the most visual appeal 

for human observers 



Group smaller wildflowers and grasses 
in clusters of 5 or 7 plants to assure you 

have enough coverage to be a lure



A single small tree or large shrub 
can be enough cover

Use fewer numbers of plants that 
are already common in the 

surrounding landscapes



Learn to be a partner 
with nature rather 

than trying to control 
nature.







https://www.npsnm.org/gardening-with-
native-plants/

https://xerces.org/publications/plant-
lists/pollinator-plants-albuquerque-and-

santa-fe-region

https://friendsofvalledeoro.org/abq-
backyard-refuge/

https://www.npsnm.org/about/chapters/albuquerque/
https://xerces.org/publications/plant-lists/pollinator-plants-albuquerque-and-santa-fe-region
https://friendsofvalledeoro.org/abq-backyard-refuge/

